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at least one annular inner skirt, depending from and being centered on the interior surface of 
said top, said inner skirt having a first surface Which faces inward toward the center of the skirt and a 
second surface which feces outward toward s aid outer skirt; 
d. at least one rib, depending from said top and attached to the outward facing surface of said 



inner skirt; 



c. 



said at least one rib having a width lest than a distance between said inner skirt and said outer 



skirt. 




(once amended) The closure of Claim 1 w aerein said inner skirt defines a length and said rib is 
the same length as said inner skirt. 



a 



. (once amended) The closure of Claim lVheW said^^s ^has a diame ter that is less than 
the bottom diameter of said outer skirt and sakfclosure further includes an annular flange depending 
from the interior surface of said top and being centered on the interior surface of said top, said flange 
having a diameter that is smaller than the diameter of said inner skirt. 



Please cancel claim 7 



8Konce amended) The closure of Claim/^ vhe rein said inner skirt defines a l ength and at least part 
of said rib is the same length as said inner skir . 
^jpnce amended) The closure of Claim/whe: ein said outer skirt defines a length and at least part 

of said rib is the same length as said outer skirt. 
((fa^Hice amended) The closure of Claim 1 whe 1 «in said inner skirt defines a length and at least part 
of said rib is shorter than the length of said inner skirt. 



r 
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ft /(once amended) The closure of Claim 1 ^herein said outer skirt defines a length and at least part 
of said rib is shorter than the length of said iuter skirt. 



\/ic 



(once amended) A container closure comprising: 

a. a top, having an interior surface and t n exterior surface; 

b. an annular outer skirt, depending froi and being centered on the interior surface of said 



top, said outer skirt having a first face whicl 
second face which faces outward from said 



faces inward toward the center of said outer skirt, a 
, kkirt, a top edge which abuts said top, and a bottom 
edge, and said outer skirt having a first diameter at the top edge of the outward face and a second 
diameter at the bottom edge of the outward face wherein said top diameter is greater than said 
bottom diameter causing said outer skirt -tb hW a frusto-conical configuration on the exterior 
surface; 

c. an annular inner skirt, depending ftjom and being centered on the interior surface of said 
top, said inner skirt having a first surface which faces inward toward the center of the skirt and a 
second surface which faces outward toward said outer skirt; 

\. at least one thread attached to the inward facing surface of said inner skirt; and, 
e\ ai least one vertical rib, depending iom said top and attached to theo utward facing 
surface of said inner skirt and having a wi( th less than a distance between an outer skirt and an 



inner skirt. 

i 
\ 

x t3. (once amended) The closure of Claim 
rib is the same length as said inner skirt 



12 wherein said inner skirt defines a length and said 



U 15, (once amended) The closure of Claim ^2 wherein said inner skirt has a diameter that is less than 



11/04/02 MON 17:31 FAX 502 561 0442 



MIDDLETON REUTLINGER 



(2)009 



ft 



the bottom diameter of said outer skirt am 



from the interior surface of said top and 



eing centered on the interior surface of said top, said flange 



having a diameter that is smaller than tbjb diameter of said inner skirt 
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J said closure further includes an annular flange depending 



Please cancel claim 17. 



18. (once amended) The closure of Claim 17 wherein said inner skirt defines a length and at 



least part of said rib is the same len 
19. (once amended) The closure of CI 




a 



s 



said inner skirt, 
m 17 wherein said outer skirt defines a length and at 



least part of said rib is the same length as said outer skirt. 

^O^once amended) The closure of Ck im 12 wherein said inner skirt defines a length and at least 
part of said rib is shorter than the length of said inner skirt. 



<^2L^once amended) The closure of Ch im 12 wherein said outer skirtdefinesa length and at least 
part of said rib is shorter thanJheJengtjrof saddTSBfersErT 
once amended) A container closure comprising^ 




/a. a top, having an interior surface and an exterior surface; 

an annular outer skirt, depending from and being centered on the interior 
Surface of said top, said outerskirt having a first face which faces inward toward the 
center of said outer skiitfa second face which faces outward from said skirt, a top 
edge which abuts/said top, and a bottom edge, and said outer skirt having a first 
diameter at / jKe top edge of the outward face and a second diameter at the bottom 
edge ofttie outward face wherein said top diameter is greater than said bottom 
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diameter causing said outer skirt to have a fxusto-conical configuration on the 
exterior surface; 

c. an annular inner skirt, depending from and being centered on the mteriprfurface of said 
top, said inner skirt having a first surface which faces inward toward^thecenter of the skirt and a 
second surface which faces outward toward said outer skirt; 

d. at least one thread attached to the inward facing surface of said inner skirt; and 

e. at least one rib, depending from said top an^extending radially along said top to said outer 
skirt, said rib also being attached to the outward facing surface of said inner skirt; 

(j^) said at least one rib having a^fif st axial dime naon^atjai^ and a sec ond axia l 



dimension at said outer skirt, sa^Tfirst axial dimension being less than said sec ond axial dimension. 





2X pnee amended) Th^closure of Claim 22 wherein said inner skirt defines a length and at least 
part of said rib is the same length as said inner skirt. 

{pnez amended) The closure of Claim 22 wherein said outer skutdefiries a length and at least 

part of said rib is the same length as s aid outer skirt. ^ 

/ ' " 

27. (once amended) The closure of Claim 22 wherein said inner skirt has a diameter that is less than 

the bottom diameter of said outer skirtandMid closure further includes an annular flange depending 

from the interior surface of sajjHop and being centered on the interior surface of said top, said flange 

having a diamete£jfaafis smaller than the diameter of said inner skirt. 



REMARKS 

3S U.S.C. 81Q3(a> Rejection of Claims 1. 3. 4. 7. 10-12. 1 4. 16. 17. 20-22, and 25-26 
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